
HIGHLANDERS 
Author Ronda Friend Visits Highlanders Afterschool and Book Walk 

     Ronda Friend, a children’s author, visited the Highlanders program on Oct. 13, 2022, to talk to the 

students about caring and obeying parents.  The children received her new book  Waddle I Do With-

out You? In December her next book  Monkey See Monkey Do  about obeying parents will be printed 

and sent to the students. Last year during her visit the students received her series on character build-

ing.  On Oct. 18, 2022, Ronda Friend participated in the Down on the Farm book walk held at Bob 

Evan’s Farms. When families registered each child received a Trick or Treat bag, Internet 

Safety Guidelines, and Score Touchdown Activities for Families. Families read 2 books 

along the walk, one of which was P U You Stink  by Ronda Friend and received a prize a 

the end of each book. The Panda character in the book Pass the Love Along was present 

for pictures. The Bossard Library had a station that passed out information on the Savage 

Ancient  Seas exhibit and crafts for the children and other goodies. Soil & Water had a sta-

tion about Turkeys, their life cycle, and turkey calls students tried. The Gallia Literacy 

Grant had books for students to choose from at their station. Vinton Afterschool had a door 

prize drawing sign up. Ronda’s book Pass the Love Along was handed 

out to children when they finished the book 

walk and the stations.  Everyone enjoyed the 

family time together. 
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CAMP-IN-A-BOX 

    Tiffany Berry and Hollie Hanner recently attended a WOUB 

Learning Lab workshop provided by PBS hosted by Ohio Universi-

ty, Athens, Ohio at Southwestern Elementary.  This is a free 

standard-based curriculum called Camp-in-a-Box  which contains enough materials, 

lessons, videos, virtual field trips, interactive programs, books, and more for 20 students to 

engage in hands-on learning opportunities. The 2 kits provided to the attendees were Wild 

Krats for grade K-2nd  and Design Squad focused kit for grades 3rd-5th .  Camp-in-a-Box 

curriculum will be used in the Highlanders Afterschool Program.  

 



  Beautiful Mosaics 

    On a nice fall afternoon 

during the Highlanders Af-

terschool program children 

experienced creating Mosaics using colored chalk 

on the playground. Working together, the children 

experimented with the different geometrical 

shapes, patterns, and color to create their unique 

Mosaic for everyone to enjoy.  

Highlanders 

       The Highlanders enjoyed a stem activity 

in the afterschool program using gears. The 

students learned what a gear looked like and 

how they work when they are turned.  Then 

students were asked to experiment with the gears to see 

what all they could get them to do, the different ways 

they get them to turn and then see  how gears work 

together. 

DINO—ROARRRRRR 

   On November 3, 2022, at the Bossard Library the family event DI-

NO ROAR took place from 10:30 till 3:30. Families enjoyed The Sav-

age Ancient Seas exhibit displayed in the library which is the only 

traveling exhibition featuring the marine fossil world that existed be-

tween 87—70 million years ago. Outside families played dinosaur 

bingo where children could win dinosaur toys, sticker books about 

dinosaurs and dinosaur pop its, enjoyed a Kona Ice and hot dog or 

chili.  Dino-Roar  show was full of ex-

citement featuring a ferocious T-Rex, 

some roaming baby dinosaur or two, 

dinosaur fossils, and a couple of Dino 

experts. Children was 

able to hold and examine 

fossils as well as interact 

with the experts and get 

up close to the dinosaurs. 

Highlanders Pumpkin Decorating 

   Students in the Highlanders After-

school program had a grand time 

decorating and  personalizing their 

own pumpkin. Students used stick-

ers, paint and their imagination to 

create unique 

pumpkins to take 

home and use to 

decorate their 

home.  

Christmas Trees in the Park  

      A community event the Highlanders participate in 

every year is to decorate a Christmas tree in the Gallipo-

lis City Park to help decorate for the Gallipolis In Lights 

event.  Students help to create ornaments in crafts in the 

afterschool program for their own 

tree.  Students decorated their tree 

with dinosaurs of all colors. Their 

schools sign reinforced that their 

program was DINO-MITE!  The stu-

dents enjoy seeing their tree in the 

park and benefit by giving back to  

their community.  






